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Newsletter July 2026

Message from the President

Lorraine Bryant

upcoming events
The Australian National Championships (ANC in 
Belconnen Canberra July 4-16.

Teams Championships Saturdays July 18 & 25

Teams of 3 - Monday July 27

NSW State-wide Pairs, Wednesday August 5

AGM and Forum, Saturday September 4

Clue:  Two cards, four apart 
by the sound of it, but usually 
only two. (6)

Answer to clue on page 6 .

Rank Promotions at end June

Graduate: Jan Coles, Vicki Moloney

Club: Teresa Ebenstreit

Local: Robyn Egan, Anna Huddy

Silver Local: Darryl McMahon

Regional: Kay Oxley

Bronze State: Peter Brosnan, Col Gale

Teams Championship. 

Another busy month ahead with the Teams 
Championship on July18 and 25 July. The Event 
Organiser is Margaret Cusack. The week preceding will 
be another IMPS scoring week in the lead-up to the 
Championships and the Teams of Three. 

Teams of Three. 

Teams of Three will be held on Monday, July 27 at 
1pm. Be seated by 12.45pm to meet your captain and 
the team. This popular event is an opportunity for all 
players to participate. A team captain, an experienced 
player, leads a team of three others of varying 
experience in this event. Each player in the team plays 
with the team captain and each of the other players 
in the team for one match. You enter as an individual 
and the event organiser arranges the teams. For more 
information, contact the Event Organiser, Hilary Lewis. 
Cost is one voucher.  

We encourage all those who have played in at least 6 
afternoon sessions of bridge to participate. 

Additional Solar Panels. 

It is vital that the Management Committee and its 
subcommittees consider future projects that ensure 
the financial needs of our club will be met. After 
months of discussion and review of possibilities, work 
will shortly commence installing 21 additional solar 
panels on our roof and replacing the current 5kw 
inverters with 2x 10kw inverters. This will significantly 
reduce power costs in the future. Thank you to the 
Finance Committee for researching the options, 

Save the Date. 

All members are encouraged to attend the Annual 
General Meeting and the Forum which follows the 
meeting on Saturday, September 24 at 10am. Come, 
share your thoughts and support your club. Watch 
updates. 

For your diary:

Annual General Meeting 
and Forum

Saturday September 24

Start time 10am
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Play Committee Report -  June 2026

Marjorie Askew

Events Gone:

King’s Birthday Teams, Monday June 8: 

Thanks to our Event Organisers Liz Jeffery and Hilary 
Lewis and Lorraine Bryant for directing the event.  Liz’s 
report on the day follows:

From Liz: 

Our King’s Birthday Teams was a happy event run 
on the long weekend. 16 teams took part and we 
all enjoyed a scrumptious morning tea of scones, 
pikelets with jam and cream. The great food 
continued throughout the day with contributions 
from many players and managed efficiently by Chris 
Fitzgerald. It was pleasing to see so many players 
taking responsibility for some of the kitchen duties.                                                                                                                                 

Teams varied in their ability so it was decided that 
prizes for the event would be chosen by a random 
draw at the conclusion of play.

Once again our Compscore 3 let us down but our 
Director, Lorraine competently changed to manual 
scoring and the event continued smoothly. This 
did mean that progress was a little slower than 
anticipated so at the conclusion of play many 
players left before the final result was announced, 
so we don’t have photos of the presentation which 
involved the Jeffery team comprising Liz and Howard 
Jeffery, Starlette Beaumont and Mike Duffin who 
were closest to the number drawn out at the end of 
play. This team also had a charmed event winning 
all 6 of their matches. Second in the lucky number 
draw were the Keegan Team: Fay Keegan, Teresa 
Ebenstreit, Delys de Zwaan and Kay Thornton. 

GNOT Pairs, Saturday June 20: 

24 Pairs competed and there was a last minute 
‘scramble’ to ensure we had an even number of pairs.  
Thanks to Rebecca Rogers and Sue Burns, + Russell 
Burford and Kay Thornton for ‘standing-by’ and 
playing, and then Jean and Terry Lowe were co-opted 

in at the very last minute – thanks too.

A Big ‘Shout-Out’ to Darryl McMahon who directed 
the event.  It was probably Darryl’s first experience of 
running a Teams event, and then a national event at 
that!  Darryl invested much time before the event in 
‘researching’ the ‘computer-side’ of the directing; and 
Bill Powell provided some help/support with set-up. 
And all went Very Well.  (+ The Good News was that 
the ‘teething problems’ we’ve experienced with the 
Bridgemates/Compscore interface ‘stayed away’!)

You can check the results on our website.  Perhaps 
the ‘star’ performers were Guy Jarvi and Gill Baker, 
winning 6 ex 7 of their matches.  They were pipped on 
total VPs (Victory Points) for first place by Paul Smith 
and Winston Guymer – but with 6 wins Guy and Gill 
‘won’ the most gold masterpoints. + More good news, 
everyone taking part won some (precious) gold points.   

The top 50% of the field are now forming into teams 
to progress to the Regional Final which will be held at 
Ballina on Sunday August 9.

Sunday Shuffle Teams: Sunday June 28:

With only a handful nominated, this was cancelled.  
We may re-visit later in the year; with warmer and 
lighter evenings. 

Coming Up:

Teams Championships Saturdays July 18 & 25:

Nominations are growing for this event – but we’d 
love to see more ‘teaming-up’ and joining-in.  The 
Championships is played in 2 divisions: Open and B 
Grade (all players under 300 masterpoints at 1 January 
2026). 

You can nominate as a Pair looking for teammates or 
as a Team of 4,5 or 6 players.  If you need help with 
teammates, Liz Jeffery is our Partner Coordinator 
and Margaret Cusack our Event Organiser.   We’re 
really keen to see more nominations and notably 
from players in the Under Grand and Under National 
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Marjorie Askew

masterpoint categories; National master requires 150 
masterpoints of which 75 must be red/gold.  

+ There’s an extra incentive here for having-a-go: 
As advised last month Ballina are hosting the NSW 
State & Country Teams Regional Final on Sunday 
September 27, and this year the event is being held 
in 3 Divisions: Open, Under Grand Master and Under 
National Master.  Our Club plans to subsidise at least 
one entry in each division to this Regional Final, and 
performance in our Teams Championships will be 
a contributing factor.  For more details on the NSW 
State & Country Teams go to: https://bridgensw.com.au/
wp-content/uploads/2026/03/State-Teams-Supp-Regs-2026.
pdf

(See poster on noticeboard and on page 7) 

In the lead-up to the Teams Championships, we’ll be 
playing IMPs Pairs in our regular club sessions; so from 
Saturday July 11 to Thursday July 16. 

Teams of 3 Monday July 27:

This event is intended for all and we especially 
encourage our newer and improving players to join 
in.  However before you ‘try’ Teams, you should have 
played in at least 5/6 regular club sessions, so that 
you can begin to understand the different ‘tactics’ and 
thus play in Teams bridge.

Otherwise please consider the ‘Tea and Kibitz*’ option 
thus: Join us from about 3pm for Afternoon Tea and to 
meet and chat with Club members and then stay and 
kibitz for the final round to watch how the bidding, 
play and …… unfolds.  Or if this time schedule doesn’t 
fit, come at 2pm to kibitz and stay for afternoon tea.  
(*Kibitz is a ‘Yiiddish’ term, which in turn is from the 
German word ‘kiebitzen’ meaning ‘to look on.)

The format is 3 matches of 9 boards (so approx 1 hour 
per match) with each player partnering their Captain 
for one match.  And importantly there will be time 
between rounds to discuss the hands, team tactics 
and …….

Please nominate online – and by Thursday July 23.  
Then teams will be drawn/assigned – hopefully to give 
a ‘good mix/blend’.   Hilary Lewis is our Event Organiser 
so please contact Hilary if you have any questions/
queries re playing or kibitzing. PS Tis red masterpoints.

(See poster on noticeboard and on page 8) 

NSW State-wide Pairs, Wednesday August 5: 

This event is run at Clubs across NSW in the first week 
of August. Everybody plays the same boards which are 
then scored state-wide and red masterpoints issued 
(at Congress B4 level).  Players also receive a brief 
commentary on the hands. 

Thus a chance to play in a state event at your Club.  
‘Normal’ voucher on the day; + fyi the Club hands over 
the full $5 per player to Bridge NSW to support the 
event.

Directing Team:  I am delighted to see our directing 
team growing over recent months, and on behalf 
of the Club, I thank all for their efforts, contribution 
and enthusiasm; directing is definitely a multi-tasking 
challenge – organising, computing and then there’s 
The Laws!  + I was pleased to attend the recent 
Directors meeting to discuss various aspects of ‘Play-
Directors’ working closely together in delivering bridge 
at our Club.

Good Luck to Paul Smith, Winston Guymer, Bill 
Powell and Marjorie Askew, who are playing as a 
Ballina Team in the Sean Mullamphy Country Club 
Teams Championship this coming week (July 6-8).  
This is a new event as part of the Australian National 
Championships which is held annually in July, with 
Canberra/ACT hosting this year, from July 4-16.  

As always if you have any feedback on anything ‘Play’ 
at the Club please contact me.

Marjorie (Chair of Play)

mailto:marjorie.askew%40gmail.com?subject=
https://bridgensw.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/State-Teams-Supp-Regs-2026.pdf
https://bridgensw.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/State-Teams-Supp-Regs-2026.pdf
https://bridgensw.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/State-Teams-Supp-Regs-2026.pdf
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Ballina MahJong Club News     
Winners for June were:

5th Pauline Kearney

12th Pauline Kearney

19th Jan Small

26th Vanessa Reynolds

Following the successful Tweed 
Mahjong Friendly Competition held 
at Tweed Coolangatta Gold Club 
in February this year, the Ballina 
Mahjong Group is hosting a friendly 
competition at the Ballina Bridge 
Club on Friday, 24th July, 2026.

Registration will commence at 9am, 
play will start at 9.30am. There will 
be breaks for morning tea and lunch 
and play will finish at 3pm with 
presentations at 3.30pm to the top 3 
players in each club, and Lucky Door 
and surprise prizes during the day.

Photo above: Ballina Mahjong Club winners 

from Tweed in February - (R to L) Pauline, 

Leslie, Jan and Carol.

Happy 90th Birthday, Betty Johnston Thanks - photos from Anna Huddy

A Minor Penalty Card is a single card below the rank of an honour (2 to 9) unintentionally 
exposed (as in dropping a card or playing two cards at once). When you, as defender, 

have a minor penalty card you cannot play any card of the same suit, below that of an honour, until you have 
played the penalty card, but you can play an honour (A, K, Q, J or 10) instead. 

The only obligation to play a Minor Penalty Card, when you are on lead or in the course of play, is, if you wish 
to play a card of that suit which is not an honour, it must be the penalty card. Otherwise, you are free to play 
whatever you want including a different suit. 

Note that if you have two or more penalty cards, they are all Major Penalty Cards.

What are Minor Penalty Cards and when can 
you play them? Lorraine Bryant
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Don’t say that Paul Smith

Bridge has its own language. That language is defined 
in the official Laws of the game that are published by 
the World Bridge Federation and various regulations 
published by national, state or club bodies. Using and 
understanding the language helps you understand 
what people say as well as making you clearer to 
others.

What follows are some examples of language that do 
not follow the various laws and regulations together 
with the approved language.

1♣ announcement

Wrong - “3 or more”, “Better minor”, “Short Club”, 
“Precision style”

Right - The ABF alerting regulations (3.2.a) are quite 
prescriptive.

• For natural-type systems (Standard, Acol, etc) you 
announce the appropriate minimum length of the club 
suit followed by the word plus. “2 plus”, “3 plus”, “4 
plus”

• For strong Club systems (Precision, Blue Club, etc). 
The word “Strong” together with the minimum HCP 
holding. “Strong 16 plus”, “Strong 17 plus”

• For other systems (where the 1 opening may 
have multiple meanings, eg Polish Club). The word 
“Unusual” is used.

Short and sweet.

1NT announcement

Wrong - “15-17, may contain a five card major”

Right - The regulations (3.2.b) require that you just 
announce the appropriate HCP range. “15 to 17”, “16 
to 18”, “12 to 14”. (The addition of “may contain a five 
card major” was dropped from the regulations over a 
decade ago. Saying it just adds noise to a very simple 
action)

Alerting

Wrong - Saying nothing, “I’ll alert that”, “Transfer”, 
“Puppet Stayman”

Right - The regulations (7.4) require 
partner of the person who made 
the alertable call to audibly say 
“Alert”. Nothing more, nothing less. The word “Alert” 
should be made immediately after the call has been 
completed (7.3).

Once the call has been alerted (by saying “alert”) 
the call should be circled on the bidding pad if using 
written bidding or an alert card when using bidding 
boxes.

Of course, the advantage to following the regulations 
is that there cannot be a delay in alerting caused by 
fumbling a pencil, clicking a pen or waiting for an 
opponents hand to move out of the way. If you fail 
to say “Alert” and the next player bids before you do 
so then you have committed an infraction and the 
director should be called for assistance.

Questions during the auction

Wrong - “Is that a natural bid?”, “Does that show 
Diamonds?”

Right - Say nothing. If a bid is not alerted, either by 
being self-alerting or by the partner saying “alert” 
then it is natural by definition. If the bid mentions 
the Diamond suit and is not alerted then it shows a 
willingness to play in Diamonds (2.2.1)

There is a very strong implication that asking such 
questions indicates that the person asking has some 
holding in the suit mentioned (Law 16B1). This would 
be highly improper. Asking if an unalerted bid is 
natural puts partner under pressure because of the 
unauthorised information that you have potentially 
divulged. Your “simple” question may result in bidding 
or lead restrictions for your partner.

“But what if they forgot to alert? I have to ask so I 
can make my correct bid”. No you don’t. If they have 
forgotten to alert your rights are fully protected. At the 
end of the hand, if it is apparent that an alertable call 
was not alerted (or alerted late) then call the director 
and explain the situation. (Don’t discuss it at the table, 
just call the director) if you have been damaged then 
the director is required to adjust the score. The benefit 
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Don’t say that Paul Smith

Answer: Tenace - A broken 
sequence of (often) honor 
cards, such as A Q or K J. 

of the doubt goes to the non-offenders (as always).

Enquiring about an alerted call

Wrong - “Is that a cue bid?”, “Is that a pre-empt?”

Right - Ask for an explanation of the call.

These questions show a fundamental 
misunderstanding of bridge terminology. A cue bid is 
a bid of any suit made or shown by an opponent. The 
answer to the question “Is that a cue bid” will be “Yes” 
or “No” depending on whether the suit has been bid 
or shown by the opponents or not. Either way there 
is nothing to be gained by asking the question. A cue 
bid may show some level of support for partner, may 
deny support for partner and show a stopper in the 
opponents suit, it may deny support and also deny 
a stopper, or something else. You probably want to 
know the meaning of the cue bid. In which case, ask 
“What does that bid mean?”

Similarly a “pre-empt” is any bid which skips one or 
more levels of bidding designed to make bidding 
difficult for the opponents. It may be a strong bid, a 
weak bid or anything in-between. If the bid skips a 
level then it is a pre-empt, there is no need to ask. If 
your partner opens 1♥ and left hand opponent bids 
2♠ then there is no information gained by asking 
“Is that a pre-empt?” The answer is yes because the 
bid skips a level in the auction (you could turn the 
question back on the asker “does it make it difficult 
for you to bid?”). What you probably want to know 
is the meaning of the bid. Of course, if you are just 
interested in knowing whether the bid shows a spade 
holding then there is no need to ask. If there is no 
“Alert” then it must show a spade holding, that’s the 
law (and if it also promises a minor, for example, and 
is not alerted then your rights are still protected).

Explaining an alert

Wrong - “Jacoby”, “Bergen”, “Transfer”

Right - “Four card Heart support, 12 plus points”, 
“Four card Spade support, 8-11 points”, “6 or more 
Diamonds”

Merely stating the name of a convention is 

unacceptable according to the 
regulations (9.3) for good reason. 
Your version or understanding of 
what is meant by “Jacoby” (or “Bergen”, or “Smolen”, 
or whatever) is not necessarily the same as mine. 
I know of at least four different interpretations of 
“Jacoby 2NT” in use at Ballina alone! Instead, explain 
what partner is telling you - they don’t tell you 
“Leaping Michaels”, they tell you something specific 
about particular suits in their hand. Pass on that 
information.

Before leading

Wrong - “My lead?”, “Your lead partner”

Right - Say nothing, select your lead, place it face 
down on the table.

If it is not your lead then partner (or one of the 
opponents) will intervene to tell you. Partner now 
has an opportunity to ask for an explanation of the 
auction if they wish. Asking a question of the whole 
table (“My lead?”) whose answer is obvious if you pay 
attention to the auction just makes noise and breaks 
the concentration of other people at the table. Be 
polite.

Summary

The rules and regulations attempt to tell you what to 
say and when to say it. They also tell you what not to 
say. Using the prescribed language is useful because it 
helps to reduce miscommunication. If the opponents 
open 2♦ and there is no alert then asking “Is that a 
multi-2?” can easily be seen as giving information to 
partner (“I have Diamonds”). Now you have a whole 
ethical can of worms. If the opponents do not alert (or 
the alert is delayed) then your rights are protected, 
call the director.

Declarer may lead toward his or dummy’s 
tenace, preparing to finesse for a missing 
card.
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2026 TEAMS 

CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Open and B Grade* 

 

will be held on 
 

Saturdays July 18 & 25 
 

Everyone is invited to join 
in – nominate online^ 

 
♣ ‘Normal’ table money – vouchers on the day  
♦ PM Starting Time – may be flexible v numbers  
♥ No Pairs Play on these days 
♠ All players must be members of Ballina BC  

 
 Partner Coordinator: Liz Jeffery  
^ You can nominate as a Team of 4/5/6 or as a 
Pair looking for teammates. Or please contact 

Liz for help with teammates. 
 

Nominations close Wednesday July 15 
 

*B Grade: all players <300 mpts (at 1.1.2026) 
All players must be members of Ballina Bridge Club 
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Teams of Three  
 

 

 

 

 

on 

Monday 27 July @ 1.00pm 
 

  ♣ Come and play* in a Fun afternoon of Teams 

  ♦ Enter individually online 

  ♥ Teams drawn/assigned with a Team Captain 

  ♠ 3 matches; everyone plays with their Captain 
 

+ We invite ‘newer’ players for ‘Kibitz and Tea’*  
ie come and watch some hands + join us  

for afternoon tea at around 3pm 
 

Event Organiser: Hilary Lewis 
Red masterpoints 

 

Normal voucher on the day 
 

Entries close Thursday July 23 
 

 
*NB: To play Teams, we strongly recommend players  
have played a minimum of 5/6 regular Club sessions,  
otherwise please come and learn at ‘Kibitz and Tea’. 
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Thanks to our sponsors and supporters 


