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Newsletter September 2026

Message from the President

upcoming events
Charity Day on Monday October 12

NSW UHMP, Thursday October 15

Melbourne Cup, Tuesday November 3

Inter-club with Tweed BC, Sunday November 8

Harvey Norman Women’s & Men’s Pairs 
Wednesdays November 11 & 18

Newsletter October 2026

Message from the President
Rob Sheahan

It is a great honour to be elected president of Ballina 
Bridge Club.

Firstly, I would like to thank and congratulate Lorraine, 
firstly on her amazing never ending work ethos as 
president. As I am still working, I can not possibly 
follow her lead, but because we have such a wonderful 
team of enthusiastic volunteers, I am sure I will be 
able to delegate enthusiastically.

Secondly on becoming a life member… so well 
deserved.

I would also like to thank the management committee 
for all the hours of work done to improve the smooth 
running of the club. I have never worked with a more 
committed group of people.

The turn out at the AGM was extraordinary, and 
reflected how many people care about the ongoing 
running of the club. Thank you to all those who turned 
up early on a Saturday morning. I am sorry that a few 
things went wrong. The turnout astounded everyone 
and we didn’t have enough voting papers, which 
caused a delay to the meeting and made it a little 
rushed. For that I do apologise but I believe all the 
votes were decisive.

I would like to congratulate Howard on the passion 
that he showed during the election process. I am 
very aware of what his issues were, but I am also 
very aware how important it is to maintain a sound 
financial reserve for the club. We do not rent a 
space, we own a building, and it is very important to 
maintain an adequate sinking fund to be prepared 
for any unforeseen events. The professional financial 
management of the club is why we have been able to 
maintain such an affordable table fees over the years. 
Barbara Meaney deserves so much credit for the 
fact that we have such a great club and so financially 
secure.

Interestingly the general membership strongly 

supported raising the fees to $6… understanding the 
ongoing increase in costs everywhere. As a committee 
we debated this long and hard, but felt that better 
to be on the front foot and keep our club in a strong 
financial position so that we can continue to spend 
money to improve members experiences.

Volunteers keep our club running… the management 
committee, all who devote many hours of time to 
the smooth running of the club, would love to thank 
all of them. We strongly believe that everyone who 
does anything for the club deserve to be thanked …. 
Even if they get missed occasionally, we really try to 
thank everyone and would encourage all members to 
remember to thank those that devote their time to 
make the club the great place that it is. We do strongly 
believe that the vast majority of these volunteers do it 
for love of the club, not for reward.

In the last year or so at the club, unfortunately there 
has been too much unrest and poor behaviour. Poor 
behaviour is unacceptable and will not be tolerated by 
the management committee. Appropriate steps will 
be taken to ensure it does not continue. As president, 
supported by the management committee, we are 
going to make Ballina bridge club the fun and happy 
place it has always been. We are committed to being 
generous with a variety of special and new/fun prizes 
… while maintain sound financial management.

Thank you again for investing confidence in me. I will 
try really hard not to let you down .
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Play Committee Report -  September 2026

Marjorie Askew

Events Gone:

SLL Shield, Wednesdays September 2 & 9:

Congratulations to the winners for this 2-week event:

Open: Liz Jeffery and Howard Jeffery

B Grade: Starlette Beaumont & Jeffrey Dolin

The Shield and prizes will be presented at the end of 
year presentations.

Thanks to our directors for the 2-week event: Lorraine 
Bryant and David Drake, and to our Event Organiser 
and Partner Coordinator: Liz Jeffery; a 2-week event 
always poses some extra challenges.

There was a little ‘disruption’ for Week 2 with a couple 
of no-shows and some confusion re ‘substitutes’. 
Please be aware when you enter a 2-week event: You 
are committing to play both weeks. If your partner is 
not available for one of the 2 weeks, either ‘planned’ 
or ‘unexpected’, you must organise a substitute. Here’s 
a reminder re our Substitution Process:

You must advise the Play Committee of any ‘changes’ 
and seek approval from the Play Committee for any 
substitutes. This can be via email to Chair of Play, or by 
contacting the nominated Event Organiser, or via the 
designated Partner Coordinator. Once any substitute 
is approved, Play Committee advises the nominated 
director(s) of the event; the director not only needs to 
‘know’, but can then input the ‘right’ information to 
Compscore. 

+ It may be that you have a substitute for Week 1 and 
your ‘nominated’ partner in Week 2. Again this needs 
to be advised to the Play Committee and approved 
before the event starts. 

Inter-club with Gold Coast BC, Sunday September 13:

If you haven’t heard, the day did not go as planned!  
With 5 pairs per Team, a complex movement was 
researched by the Gold Coast BC and set up – but 
Alas it didn’t work.  Mid-late morning it was decided 

to ‘abandon’ and after an early lunch we played a 
(simple) Pairs session in the afternoon, followed by 
drinks and nibbles.

It was disappointing for all.  The Gold Coast BC of 
course were embarrassed, and their President, Dianne 
Hodges, followed up with an email thanking us for: 
our graciousness.  You can read Dianne’s email which 
is posted on our noticeboard. One bit of Good News: 
we were awarded The Cup to ‘make up a little for the 
mix-ups’, so this is back on display in our clubhouse. 

Life Members Day, Wednesday September 16: 

An enjoyable day with bridge and cake and to 
celebrate with our Life Members.  

GNOT National Qualifying Final, September 18-20 on 
RealBridge:

Our Team, Paul Smith, Winston Guymer, Bill Powell 
and Marjorie Askew had qualified to represent the 
Northern Rivers.  60 Teams from across the country 
competed; firstly in a knock-out and then teams 
knocked out proceeded to a Swiss Repechage.  After 2 
wins in the knock-out, and thus into the Round of 16, 
we came up against the Number 2 seeded team from 
Sydney; all ‘top’ players and including Ron Klinger. Yes- 
they ‘saw us off ‘– so on to the Repechage.

The Top 4 teams from the Repechage would proceed 
to the National Final with the Top 4 from the knockout.  
We went well but finished 5th just 0.57 of a VP behind 
4th!  Instead we proceed to the Non-Metropolitan 
Final with 11 other non-metropolitan teams.  The 
National Finals will be held in Brisbane, and so face-to-
face, on November 27-29. 

Coming Up:

Charity Day, Monday October 12: 

We’re sticking with the same format as last year: 
Bridge AM and/or PM and lunch in between + Raffles 
with great prizes, and Donations boxes.  Lunch is: 
Bring a Plate – to share.
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Play Committee Report -  September 2026

Marjorie Askew

email: marjorie.askew@gmail.com 
or call: 0459 023 907   

Clue:  Low card sent 
out when dealer 
and German are 
confused. (8)

Answer to clue on page 7 

Please nominate for the PM bridge session so we have 
a good idea of numbers - and yes come for bridge 
(at approx 1pm) even if you can’t make it for lunch; 
+ then perhaps buy your raffle tickets prior.  You can 
nominate as a Pair or as a ‘one’ – to be ‘partnered-up’.

And we’re supporting the same, very worthwhile, 
Northern Rivers charity: Women Up North; Women 
Up North - a fresh start … leaving violence behind. For 
more on Women up North go to: https://wunh.org.
au/ (See poster on page 7)

NSW UHMP, Thursday October 15: 

This is our Club Qualifier for the NSW Under Hundred 
Masterpoints Pairs (UHMP) Championships.  The Club 
qualifying event is played within the regular Thursday 
session so will include ‘non-contending’ pairs ie 
players with > 100 masterpoints as at 1 September 
2026 who play regularly on Thursdays.  However, the 
top 50% of Pairs in ‘eligible’ groups ie 0-10, 10-25, 25-
50 or 50-100 masterpoints will be rewarded with red 
state masterpoints; so a great chance to ‘bag’ some 
red masterpoints.

Then we will be hosting a ‘Local’ Final of the UHMP 
on Thursday 26 November; on that day we will have 
separate sections. For more information on this 
event go to: https://bridgensw.com.au/under-100-
masterpoints-pairs-championship/

Melbourne Cup, Tuesday November 3:

Again a ‘winning format’?  So a 12 for 12.30 start with 
time for Sweeps and later a break for the race.  Enjoy 
a glass of champagne/wine (or beer/orange juice) as 
the horses get set. +  Everyone who comes please 
bring a contribution to the ‘buffet’ – this can be sweet 
or savoury.  Dress Code: Melbourne Cup.  Our Event 
Organiser is: Lorraine Bryant.  (We’re keen to keep 
Lorraine ‘busy’ now she’s not President!). (See poster 
on page 8) 

Inter-club hosted by Tweed BC, Sunday November 8:

This is a 3-way event between Tweed, Ballina, and 

Gold Coast clubs, hosted by Tweed, competing for the 
Noble & Ross trophy.

You’ll find a nominations sheet on the noticeboard 
– so not online.  Please nominate as a Pair for 
Club selection.  There will be 3 Sections: Open, 
Intermediate (180-700 masterpoints) and Novice 
(<200 masterpoints) with (only) 2 Teams representing 
each club per each section.  Nominations close on 
24 October. (Please note the wrong closing date was 
advised last month + as above nominations please on 
the noticeboard) 

Harvey Norman Women’s & Men’s Pairs Wednesdays 
November 11 & 18:

The last of our Harvey Norman events for this year 
and this time Women’s and Men’s Pairs.  PLEASE start 
thinking about organising a same sex partner for this 
2-week event and possibly, if needed, a substitute 
for one of the weeks. (N.B. There will be NO separate 
section ie for non-contending pairs, on either day.)
(See poster on page 9 )

Congress Successes – ‘Playing Away’
More good performances from Ballina players:
Glen Pairs September 12 & 13:
Open 2nd: Gary Lynn & Anne Riley

Open 3rd: Janet Brown & Margaret Cusack

As we head to year end, we have a few ‘specials’ 
coming up.  + As always if you need Help, or have any 
feedback on anything ‘Play’ at the Club, contact me.

Marjorie (Chair of Play)

mailto:marjorie.askew%40gmail.com?subject=
https://wunh.org.au
https://wunh.org.au
https://bridgensw.com.au/under-100-masterpoints-pairs-championship/
https://bridgensw.com.au/under-100-masterpoints-pairs-championship/
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Toowoomba Bridge Congress 2026

STOP PRESS – Winners in the Toowoomba ‘King’s Birthday’ Congress
The Ballina ‘Brigade’ (Well 16 of us)) descended on Toowoomba for their long-weekend Congress, with some 
‘Good Plays’. Congratulations to:

Matchpoint Pairs:

Open Winners: Helen & Peter Tootell.

Helen & Peter got off to a blistering start with 91% in Round 1, and held strong to win the Shield.

C Grade Winners: Jenny & Chris McDowell

Niley- McCutcheon Teams:

2nd: Marjorie Askew, Bill Powell, Paul Smith, Winston Guymer.

Toowoomba always put on a ‘Good Show’ with lots of good tucker, so maybe think of giving-it-a-go in 2027.

Plus the Congress coincides with their Flower Carnival. Although some locals did comment they wondered how 
the flowers had survived as was very dry; with some smoke over the Lockyer Valley.
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AGM 2026 - Committee of Management

Answer: Underlead.

Your convention Card may say something 
like Overlead All (except Akx(x)). 
Whatever is your practice, make sure your 
partner is on the same page.

Life Members Day 2026

It was a very pleasant surprise to 
learn from the past President and our 
Treasurer’s reports at the recent AGM 
that our avid readers and puzzlers had 
contributed $842.80 over the past year towards the 
Club’s charity of choice from sales of these items. Well 
done indeed and many thanks to our members who 
have donated most generously. This is an even better 
result than last year, so let’s keep it up. If you have 
purchased a book or puzzle and enjoyed it, please re-
donate for others to enjoy. As you may have noticed, 
these items have been relocated to the opposite 
corner of the room to allow better access to the 
noticeboards. It is a wonderful way to spend an hour 
or two, or even three, with a good read or jigsaw: 
most relaxing and satisfying.                          Gill Baker

Book and Jigsaw Sales

Ballina MahJong Club News     

Winners for September were:
4th   Jan Boardman
11th Ann Hewitt
18th  Shirley Atkinson 

25th  Joy Łowień

The Ballina Mahjong Club’s 28th Birthday will be 
celebrated on Friday, 16th October when 2026 
Club Champion and Runner Up will be revealed.  
A cake and birthday tea is planned.

Birthday winner: Di Kruse  

Rank Promotions at end September

Club: Caroline Sedergreen

Bronze Local Kay Thornton

Regional Margaret Vaughan



Ballina Bridge Club Newsletter Page| 6

My favourite play Paul Smith

As a defender there are 
many joys available but I 
think my favourite is the 
trump promotion. I am 
sitting South and partner 
opens a weak 2♦. What 
follows is a scary auction.

Why is this scary? West has 
doubled, ignored partner’s 
response of 2♥ and blasted 
to game in spades. West 
has a very strong hand. The 
opening lead is the ♥6, 
dummy goes down, and you 
can now see

Declarer tries the ♥10 from dummy and you win with 
the ♥J. Declarer follows suit with the ♥7.

What do you know and what are your chances? Let’s 
start with the obvious - declarer has a singleton ♦A 
or ♦K. Not obvious? Then have a think. Partner 
opened 2♦, they will have a six card suit for the bid. 
Four in dummy and two in our hand gives declarer 
a singleton. If partner had six diamonds headed by 
the Ace and King then they would have led the ♦A. 
Therefore declarer has either the ♦A or the ♦K and it 
is a singleton.

Maybe partner has a singleton heart and you should 
give them a ruff? It’s possible, but if partner has a 
singleton then declarer has three hearts and you are 
always going to make three heart tricks with the King 
being in dummy, no need for ruffs. If partner has a 
doubleton then the ruff must wait until we have our 
side suit tricks (see below for more details). Either two 
or three hearts in declarer’s hand means there is no 
rush to lead the hearts.

On the other hand it may be important to lead a 
diamond through declarer so that partner’s holding 
in the suit is safe. Accordingly, at trick two you lead 
the ♦10. You are not surprised when the ♦K appears 
from declarer and partner wins the ♦A. Partner now 
continues with the ♥5 (showing a doubleton, which 
you already guessed). You win the ♥Q as declarer 
follows suit.

Declarer’s show of strength in the 
auction means they almost certainly 
have the ♠AKQ (or better). Just 
maybe, one of partner’s points is the ♠J. A singleton 
will do for the plan you have in mind.

You now lead a heart knowing that neither declarer 
nor partner have any. If declarer ruffs low then partner 
will, hopefully, overruff with their ♠J. If declarer ruffs 
with one of the top honours then your ♠10 is going 
to become a trick 
(assuming partner has 
the J). Declarer has 
seen the high-low heart 
leads from your partner 
and ruffs with the ♠6 
hoping North has the 
doubleton ♠54. Alas 
for them and hooray for 
the good guys, partner 
overruffs with the ♠J. 
The full deal looks like this

So what’s the trump promotion thing? In this case 
North’s ♠J was promoted to a trick by virtue of being 
able to overruff. If declarer was able to obtain the lead 
early they would just draw trumps and make their 
contract easily. The more beautiful case would be 
where North has a singleton ♠J and so declarer has a 
seven card suit. In that case they may ruff with a high 
trump and, because they would have a nine card fit, 
hope that the trumps drop 2-2. Bad luck, your ♠10 
would be promoted to a trick in that case. A thing of 
beauty.

Notice the importance of leading the diamond at trick 
two. Had you continued with the ♥A and then another 
heart to give partner a ruff, declarer would just discard 
the ♦K. Now they have no diamond loser and 10 
tricks are easy. Taking the ♦A first gives declarer no 
useful thing to do on the third round of trumps except 
ruff with ♠6 and hope.

You and partner only had 13 points between you. 
How good is defeating a 27 high card point, eight card 
major suit fit, contract? Don’t come to me with your 
“North/South had lousy cards today” moans!
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BALLINA BRIDGE CLUB   

Our 2026 CHARITY DAY  
is coming up on 

 

MONDAY 12 OCTOBER 
 

This Year our chosen Charity is - & Again: 
 

Women Up North 
a Northern NSW service supporting women, 

children and young people, who have experienced 
domestic, or family violence, or abuse. 

 

SOCIAL BRIDGE AM + LUNCH AT NOON 
and/or 

LUNCH AT NOON + BRIDGE PM 
 

LUNCH: PLEASE BRING A ‘PLATE’  
OF ‘FINGER FOOD’ TO SHARE  

+ RAFFLES WITH FANTASTIC PRIZES  
 

 $10 per person - 2 vouchers or $10 note on the day 
+ Please nominate online for pm session as a Pair or Individual 

(ie no partner needed) and by Saturday 10 October  
 

Women Up North                                          
a fresh start ... leaving violence behind           

go to: https://wunh.org.au/  
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MELBOURNE CUP PAIRS 
Tuesday 3 November 2026 

 

TIME: 12 noon for 12.30pm start 

COST:   Voucher on the day 

Come with a partner and please try and                 
bring a plate (sweet or savoury) to share. 

There will be a break for the race and a free 
glass of wine/champagne or beer/orange juice will 
be available for all players while we watch the Cup. 

Sweeps will be run for all the Punters! 

DRESS: Melbourne Cup 

Event Organiser: Lorraine Bryant 
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WWoommeenn’’ss  &&  MMeenn’’ss  PPaaiirrss 

  

Wednesdays  
November 11 & 18 

 

Please nominate online by 7 November 
N.B All Nominations are for the 2-week 

event* 
 

Partner Coordinator: Liz Jeffery 
 

Conditions:  
1. Open to all members of Ballina Bridge Club. 
2. There will be separate women’s and men’s sections if 

more than 10 pairs per each gender. 
3. There will then be separate winners for women and 

men; and maybe runners-up depending on numbers 
per gender. 

4. * Substitutes will be allowed but must be pre-approved 
by the Play Committee. 

5. Winners determined by best average score over the 2 
rounds. 

Normal voucher on the day 
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Thanks to our sponsors and supporters 


